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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121(d). 
11 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attach ment(s) 

1) El Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) □ Notice of Drafts person's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) ^ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 4/27/06 . 



4) O Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) CH Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 7-05) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mai! Date 20060616 



Application/Control Number: 10/798,471 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3764 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is responsive to the amendment filed on 3/21/06. As directed by 
the amendment: claims 1, 8-9, 17 and 19 have been amended; claim 18 has been 
withdrawn; and new claims 21-22 have been added. Thus, claims 1-17 and 19-22 are 
presently pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Lin 
(6,077,239). Lin discloses a massager comprising: an elongate handle (fig. 1) having a 
first end and a second end; a first massage head 12 (fig. 1) disposed at the first end of 
the handle wherein the first massage head comprises a first upper portion 70 having a 
first massage head depression 40 with a longitudinal axis substantially parallel to the 
elongate dimension of the handle (fig. 1), whereby the first massage head depression 
accommodates one finger of a user placed therein (fig. 4), and a lower portion 
comprising an active massage area 60 (fig. 1); and a second massage head 11 
disposed at the second end of the handle, wherein the second massage head 
comprises a second upper portion 21 having a second massage head depression 52 
with a longitudinal axis substantially parallel to the elongate dimension of the handle 
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(fig. 1), and a third massage head depression 50 with a longitudinal axis substantially 
parallel to the axis of the second massage head depression (fig. 1), whereby the second 
and third depressions accommodate two fingers of a user placed therein (col. 2, lines 
22-24), and a lower portion comprising an active massage area 22 (fig. 1); whereby the 
second massage head 1 1 is wider than the first massage head 12 (best seen in fig. 1). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-3,7, 9 and 19-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Luettgen et al. (6,758,826). 

4. Re claims 1,3,7,9, 19 and 21-22, Luettgen et al. discloses a massager unit (fig. 
15), comprising: an elongate handle 115 having a first end and a second end (fig. 15); a 
first massage head disposed at the first end of the handle (fig. 15) ; a first motor 500 
(means for vibrating) operatively coupled to the first massage head; a second massage 
head disposed at the second end of the handle (fig. 15); and a second motor 500 
operatively coupled to the second massage head (fig. 13, col. 12, lines 55-60); at least 
one first weight coupled to the first motor, wherein the first weight is offset from an axis 
of rotation of the first motor (col. 12, lines 55-60), thereby causing vibrations as the first 
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weight rotates, and at least one second weight coupled to the second motor, wherein 
the second weight is offset from an axis of rotation of the second motor (col. 12, lines 
55-60), thereby causing vibrations as the second weight rotates; a power supply 155 
(power cord), wherein the power supply is external to the massager unit; wherein the 
power supply is coupled to alternating current (AC) power (col. 5, lines 38-39). 

Luettgen does not explicitly disclose that the first massage head having a shape 
that is different and wider than the second massage head. However, Luettgen already 
teaches that each massage head is provided with a variety of tips having different 
shapes, sizes and material as shown in fig. 10A (tip 1005) and fig. 10B (tip 1010). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention was made to modify the device, to include one massage head having a tip 
1005 and another massage head having a wider tip 1010, as suggested and taught by 
Luettgen, for the purpose of providing different characteristic of the massage (col. 2, 
lines 28-32). 

5. Re claims 2 and 20, with respect to a first and a second "switch" or "means for 
controlling" to control each motor, since Luettgen already teaches that "motor controls 
150 to operate any vibrating means included in the device" (col. 16, lines 39-40), 
therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention was made to include motor controls such as switches, as suggested and 
taught by Luettgen, for the purpose of providing means for controlling vibration of each 
motor. 
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6. Claims 1,3,7, 9-16, 19 and 21-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Cheng (5,336,159) in view of Luettgen et al. 

7. Re claims 1,3,7, 9-16, 19 and 21-22, Cheng discloses a massager unit 1 (fig. 1- 
2), comprising: an elongate handle 11 having a first end and a second end; a first 
massage head disposed at the first end of the handle; a first motor (means for vibrating) 
22 operatively coupled to the first massage head; a second massage head disposed at 
the second end of the handle; and a second motor 22 operatively coupled to the second 
massage head (fig. 1, col. 1, lines 45-55); at least one first weight 23 coupled to the first 
motor, wherein the first weight is offset (fig. 1) from an axis of rotation of the first motor, 
thereby causing vibrations as the first weight rotates, and at least one second weight 23 
coupled to the second motor, wherein the second weight is offset from an axis of 
rotation of the second motor, thereby causing vibrations as the second weight rotates; 
a power supply 6, wherein the power supply is external to the massager unit; wherein 
the power supply is coupled to alternating current (AC) power (col. 2, lines 20-22); and 
a switch 1 1 1 operable to independently control the first motor and the second motor 
(col. 2, lines 20-25); wherein an active massage area of the first massage end further 
comprises a substantially oval-shaped dome (best seen in fig. 2); wherein an active 
massage area of the first massage end further comprises a plurality of hemispheres 4 
(fig. 2); wherein an active massage area of the first massage end further comprises a 
plurality of conical shapes 4 (fig. 2); wherein the handle has a substantially convex 
contour to fit a hand of a user (fig. 2); wherein the handle is substantially cylindrical (fig. 
2); wherein the handle is substantially rectangular (top view in fig. 3). 
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Cheng does not disclose that the first massage head having a shape that is 
different and wider than the second massage head. However, Luettgen discloses a 
massager having two massage heads disposed at each end of a handle and further 
teaches that each massage head can be provided with a variety of tips having different 
shapes, sizes and material as shown in fig. 10A (tip 1005) and fig. 10B (tip 1010). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention was made to modify the Cheng's device, to select a massage head having a 
wider tip than the other massage head, as suggested and taught by Luettgen, for the 
purpose of providing different characteristic of the massage (col. 2, lines 28-32). 

8. Claims 1, 3-8, 19 and 21-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Gow in view of Luettgen et al. Gow discloses a massager unit (fig. 5 
and 7), comprising: an elongate handle having a first end and a second end; a first 
massage head disposed at the first end of the handle (fig. 5 and 7); a second massage 
head disposed at the second end of the handle (fig. 5 and 7); a first motor operatively 
coupled to the first massage head; and a second motor operatively coupled to the 
second massage head; at least one first weight coupled to the first motor wherein the 
first weight is offset (eccentric weight ) from an axis of rotation of the first motor, thereby 
causing vibrations as the first weight rotates, and at least one second weight coupled to 
the second motor, wherein the second weight is offset from an axis of rotation of the 
second motor, thereby causing vibrations as the second weight rotates (col. 2, lines 50- 
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53); a power supply contained within the elongate handle (fig. 3) wherein the power 
supply is operatively coupled to the first motor and the second motor to provide 
electrical power to the first motor and the second motor; wherein the power supply is at 
least one battery (fig. 3, col. 5, lines 3-5); the handle further comprises a cavity 
constructed and arranged to retain the at least one battery 20 (fig. 3); wherein the 
power supply is external to the massager unit (fig. 2) and is at least one battery. 

Gow does not disclose that the first massage head having a shape that is 
different and wider than the second massage head. However, Luettgen discloses a 
massager having two massage heads disposed at each end of a handle and further 
teaches that each massage head can be provided with a variety of tips having different 
shapes, sizes and material as shown in fig. 10A (tip 1005) and fig. 10B (tip 1010). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention was made to modify the Gow's device, to select a massage head having a 
wider tip than the other massage head, as suggested and taught by Luettgen, for the 
purpose of providing different characteristic of the massage (col. 2, lines 28-32). 

Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-17 and 19-22 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 



10. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Quang D. Thanh whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4982. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday & alternate Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Greg Huson can be reached on (571) 272-4887. The Central FAX phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 
273-8300 for all communications. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Patent Examiner 
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